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Chan Ti and to his own ancestors. In the provinces of
China the season of ploughing is similarly inaugurated by
the provincial governors as representatives of the emperor.1

The sacred field, or " field of God," in which the emperor Analogy
of China thus ceremonially opens the ploughing for the year, Chinese
and of which the produce is employed in sacrifice, reminds custom to
us of the Rarian plain at Eleusis, in which a sacred ploughing
similarly took place every year, and of which the produce
was in like manner devoted to sacrifice.2    Further, it recalls where.'*
the little sacred rice-fields on which the Kayans of central
Borneo inaugurate the various operations of the agricultural
year by performing them in miniature.8    As I have already
pointed out, all such consecrated enclosures were probably
in  origin  what  we   may  call   spiritual  preseives,  that  is,
patches of ground which men set apart for the exclusive use
of the corn-spirit to console him for the depredations they
committed on all the rest of his domains.     Again, the rule
of fasting and continence observed by the Emperor of China
and his august colleagues before they put their hands to the
plough resembles the similar customs of abstinence practised
by many savages as a preparation for engaging in the various
labours of the field.4

1 Du Halde, The General History of     ducal ministers five, and the other
China, Third Edition (London, 1741),      ministers and feudal princes nine,
ii. 120-122; Hue, L* Empire Chinois6      When they return, he takes in his
(Paris, 1879), ii. 338-343; Rev. J. H.      hand a cup in the great chamber, all
Gray, China (London, 1878), ii. 116-      the others being in attendance on him
118. Compare The Sacred Books of     and the Great officers, and says, ' Drink
China, translated by James Legge,      this cup of comfort after your toil.' In
Part iii., The Lt Kt (Sacred Books of     this month the vapours of heaven
the East, vol. xxvii., Oxford, 1885),      descend and those of the earth ascend,
pp. 254 sq. : " In this month [the first      Heaven and earth are in harmonious
month of spring] the son of Heaven      co-operation. All plants bud and
on the first day prays to God for a     grow." Here the selection of a day
good year; and afterwards, the-day of     in spring when sun and moon are in
the first conjunction of the sun and     conjunction is significant. Such con-
moon having been chosen, with the     junctions are regarded as marriages of
handle and share of the plough in the      the great luminaries and therefore as
carriage, placed between the man-at-     'the proper seasons for the celebration
arms who is its third occupant and the      of rites designed to promote fertility,
driver, he conducts his three ducal      See The Dying God, p. 73.
ministers, his nine high ministers, the         2 See above, pp. 74, 108.
feudal princes and his Great officers, all         3 See above, p. 93.
with their own hands to plough the 4 See above, pp. 94, 109; Tk*
field of God. The son of Heaven     Magic Art and the Evolution ofKingi^
turns up three furrows, each of the     ii. 105 sqq.